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SCIENCE FICTION  
IS NO LONGER FICTION 

 
Starting, I think, in 1950’s “B” science 

fiction movies, rockets went up, and 

then landed vertically, as though the 

takeoff was being played in reverse. 

 

Despite all of their best (known) 

efforts, neither NASA, Russia, China, 

or other governments have been able 

to land the engine part (booster) of a 

rocket so that it can be used again.  

They just allow millions (billions) of 

dollars, rubles, etc to be expendable. 

 

Then, Elon Musk, does it with his 

Falcon rocket, and does it again.  But 

you have to see the videos of the 

landings to believe it.  They are 

absolutely mesmerizing. 

 

There are 2 videos that I urge you to 

view.  One is of a single rocket 

landing on a barge in the middle of 

the ocean, along with a commentary 

about why that is sometimes 

preferable to landing on the ground. 

 

 
Just before landing on barge 

 
Safely landed on the barge 

 

The other video is shorter and shows 

two Falcon rockets successfully 

landing, side-by-side on their tails, on 

land. 

 

 
 

What is particularly amazing is that 

the rockets landed exactly where they 

were intended; on a landing pad on 

ground, and on a boat in the ocean.   

 

Just click on these links to view the 

videos: 

 

Landing on barge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S

T76lGJ0UWA and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE

r9cPpuAx8  

 

Two Falcons landing side-by-side:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5

I8jaMsHYk  

 
 

CUSTOMIZE YOUR GMAIL 
 

Do you want a preview screen in your 

Gmail (webmail)?   

 

 Canned responses?   

 Custom keyboard shortcuts?  

 A “mark as read” button? 

 Multiple inboxes? 

 …and more 

 

Gmail can be extensively customized, 

although I have rarely seen it done on 

my client’s computers.  If you use 

Gmail and would like to customize the 

Gmail web page, it is pretty simple: 

 

Open your Gmail page 

Click the settings cog (looks like a 

gear). 

Click on settings 

Along the top you will see a line of 

items that begins with General.  To 

the right, usually third item from the 

far right you will see Labs.  Click on 

Labs. 
 

This is where you will see the various 

ways you can customize your Gmail 

page.  Most are simple Enable or 

Disable radio buttons and you click on 

those you want to enable. 

 

When you have your Gmail page 

customized the way you want, click on 

the Save Changes button at the 

bottom – or click the Cancel button if 

you are just browsing and don’t want 

to save any modifications. 

 
 

HOW IBM GOT STARTED 
 

A man named Herman Hollerith 

worked for the US Census Bureau in 

the late 1870s.  At that time, collation 

of the national census took about 8 

years to process and he thought there 

should be a better way.  In 1886 he 

took the idea of punch cards (in use by 

textile manufacturers) to automate 

mechanical calculating machines, and 

reduced the processing time for the 

1890 census to under a year.  He 

subsequently incorporated the 

Tabulating Machine Company in 

1896.  His company was then acquired 

by different firms, and in 1921 was 

renamed International Business 

Machines or IBM. 

 
 

COMPUTERS 
THEN AND NOW 

 

From 1945 to 1956, ENIAC 

(Electronic Numerical Integrator And 

Computer) is generally considered to 
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be the first electronic device that 

meets what we now consider to be a 

computer.  It was electronic rather 

than mechanical, could be 

programmed to do different types of 

computations, etc.  ENIAC could 

perform 5000 arithmetical calculations 

per second.  ENIAC was 100 feet long 

about 10 feet high, weighed 30 tons, 

and used 20,000 vacuum tubes 

(transistors and integrated circuits 

were not yet invented).   

 

The first IBM PC, using an Intel 808x 

chip, could perform between 330,000 

to 1 million instructions per second. 

 

 “Deep Blue” the supercomputer that, 

in 1997 beat world chess champion 

Garry Kasparov.  Deep Blue 

performed 11.38 GFLOPS - 11.38 

billion instructions per second. 

 

A modern cell smartphone like the 

Samsung S5 (OK – the S5 is about 3 

years old) outputs 192 GFLOPS 

(gigaflops), which is 192 billion 

instructions per second.   which means 

that your smartphone is about 15 times 

faster than a 1997 supercomputer.  So 

don’t take your cell phone for granted, 

it a modern wonder. 

 

 

IMPROVE YOUR HOME  
WiFi SIGNAL 

 

There are 2 systems you can use to 

significantly improve WiFi signal 

throughout your home. 

 

Powerline-AC adapters use house 

wiring to get the signal to what are 

essentially repeaters.   

 

MESH wireless systems are 

essentially very new technology that 

places repeaters throughout the home.   

 

The difference between powerline-

AC and MESH is that with MESH, 

going from room (or area) to room is 

seamless, whereas with Powerline-AC 

adapters, each adapter has its own 

network name and you may have to 

manually connect to the most 

powerful signal. 

 

Please read the following reviews to 

educate yourself with what the 2 

systems are and about what hardware 

is available.    

 

Best introduction to powerline-AC 

adapters:  

https://www.pcworld.com/article/2868

314/home-networking/the-essential-

guide-to-buying-a-homeplug-ethernet-

adapter-including-6-hands-on-

reviews.html 

 

Good review of powerline-AC 

adapters, to supplement the above 

piece:  

https://www.techadvisor.co.uk/test-

centre/network-wifi/best-powerline-

adapters-for-2018-3490638/ 

 

PC-Magazine review of MESH 

wireless systems:  

https://www.pcmag.com/roundup/350

795/the-best-wi-fi-mesh-network-

systems 

 

Good supplementary review of MESH 

systems:  

https://www.lifewire.com/best-mesh-

wi-fi-network-systems-4139748 

I believe that MESH provides a more 

seamless system, although at a higher 

cost.  Generally, a pair of powerline-

AC adapters runs under $100, with 

additional individual (remote) adapters 

at around $50 or so.  Decent MESH 

systems seem to run around $300 

(median price) 

 
 

STOP CHROME FROM 
ASKING TO SAVE YOUR 

PASSWORDS 
 

If you are using a password manager 

such as LastPass, Dashlane, or even a 

password manager included with your 

internet security program, you may 

find it annoying when your browser 

offers to save your passwords and you 

have to take a few seconds to click the 

Never button.   

 

 Open Chrome browser 

 

 In the address bar - NOT THE 

SEARCH BAR - type  
chrome://settings/search#password  

 

o This will not work if you type 

this web page address into 

the search bar.  If you don’t 

know the difference, see the 

next piece in this newsletter.  

 In the next screen, click on the 

Advanced link at the bottom of 

the web page. 

 

 Scroll down to the Passwords 

and forms section  

 

 Click in the area that reads 

Manage passwords, Offer to 

save your web passwords 

 

 At the top of the next screen you 

will see either On or Off.   

 

 If you see On move the slider (at 

the right) to the left to turn this 

feature off. 

 

 If you see Off the slider will 

already be to the left (the Off 

position) and you need not do 

anything. 

 

For other browsers, such as Edge and 

Firefox, go to www.YouTube.com and 

type in stop firefox from asking to 

remember passwords or substitute 

edge for firefox for edge instructions. 

 
 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A SEARCH BAR 

AND N ADDRESS BAR? 
 

In the previous piece I mention using 

the address bar and not the search bar.  

Many of my clients don’t seem to 

know the difference, which is basic to 

browsing the internet, and wastes their 

time.  For a good video that explains 

the difference, click on the following 

link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20

2oYh8ZilY 

 
 

This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 
 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to On. 
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